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ODYSSEUS UNBOUND SEMINAR

The Classical Society was delighted to welcome Robert conducted by bore-holes drilled into

. . . . ' v Seminar speaker
Bltdestqne (a ng.s parent).and James Dlggle (Professor Stfﬂb? s Channel' in 'or'der to Robert Bittlestone with
of Classics, Cambridge) to give a presentation on the determine whether Paliki was an Alex Payne

subject of their recent book, Odyssens Unbound: The Search for  island in antiquity. The third, and
Homer's Ithaca. The hook proposes that the location of
Odysseus' homeland of Ithaca was not the island that bears
this name today, but the western peninsula of Cephalonia,
which is called Paliki.

Mr Bittlestone and Professor Diggle produced
convincing evidence in favour of the hypothesis. Their
main source was the text of Homer's Odyssey itself, and it
was shown how Homet's desctiption of Odysseus' Ithaca
(as being "low-lying, furthest out to sea and towards the
west) in no way accords with modern Ithaca, whereas
Paliki is a perfect match. The speakers made a strong case
in support of Paliki being a separate island in the late
Greek Bronze Age, with a sea-channel (described by the
ancient geographer Strabo) cutting between the two parts
of modern Cephalonia. The potential existence of such a
channel is supported by the expert opinion of John
Underhill (Professor of Stratigraphy at Edinburgh, and
third co-author of the book): repeated seismic activity
seems to have been responsible for the infill of this
channel.

The presentation in Collyer Hall described the first
phase of the project in search of Homet's Ithaca, and
argued persuasively that almost all the sites described in
the Odjyssey have been identified, including places such as
Photcys Bay, Eumaios' pig farm and perhaps even the
palace of Odysseus itself. The next phase of the
investigation will involve definitive geological assessment
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most exciting phase, would involve excavation of the
actual places identified — and we hope that KCS Classics
students will be on site, trowels in hand!

If it can reasonably be proven that Homer's descriptions
of Odysseus' homeland are not fantasy, then we ate forced
to wonder what else is not fantasy in the Odyssey: what
about the events described? What about the characters

themselves? The consequences could be momentous, and
we shall certainly never read the Odyssey in the same way
again.

The 200 students who attended the seminar felt
privileged to have experienced a ground-breaking
presentation, supported by cutting-edge computer
technology. The seminar was repeated later that evening
to a similar-sized audience of parents, friends and guests,
and copies of the book itself (generously signed by the
authors) were in much demand. Our profound thanks to
Robert Bittlestone and James Diggle for a very special
event.
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